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 Composition & Conversation     SPAN 303           
                                                     Course Syllabus

I. REQUIRED MATERIALS
“Papalote 6”


  
Author:    Kukulcan

II. SUPPORTING MATERIALS
· Halty, Raquel María y Angela Labarca. Convocación de palabras, lectura y redacción. USA: Thomson Heinle, 2006.
· Maqueo, Ana María. Ortografía. México: Limusa, Noriega Editores, 2007.

· Núñez de Uranga, Patricia. Taller de Redacción. México: Trillas, UDEM, 2000.

· Savaiano, Eugene and Lynn W. Winget. Spanish Idioms. USA: Barron’s, 1996.
· Greenia, George D. and David L Paulson. Composición y conversación en español. USA: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1997.
· Gerrard,Lisa Sheri Spaine Long, Sheri Long. Redacción Y Revisión: Estrategias para la composición en español. USA: McGraw-Hill, 1993.
· Álvarez , Alfredo Ignacio. Menéndez, Rafael Núñez. Escribir en Español. España: Universidad de Oviedo, 2005.
III. COURSE OBJECTIVE

The student will be capable of reading literary pieces in order to enrich his/her vocabulary. He/She will relate grammatical structures and will reinforce the complex aspects of grammar.  The course will provide the student with a variety of idioms that will enable him/her to improve communicative and writing skills.  The student will acquire a simple and clear writing and communicative style.

IV.
EVALUATION

Weekly quizzes and final exam



40 % 

Class participation/attendance & homework

30 %

 

Oral Expression





30 %



         
                                                              100 %
V. CONTACT HOURS



This course covers 45 contact hours.


IV. COURSE OUTLINE

INTRODUCTION

Linguistic content

· Syllable division.

· Accentuation.

· Punctuation.

· Use of capital and small letters.

CULTURAL OBJECTIVES

· Spelling

LESSON I
Linguistic content

· “Accidental verbs” (reflexive pronouns + indirect).

· Use of subjunctive for impersonal sentences.

· Use of subjunctive for verbs expressing: desire, command, suggestions, needs.
· Direct and indirect orders.

Composition content

· Diary.

· Summary.

Oral Expression:

“The Aztecs schools”

CULTURAL  OBJECTIVE

       -  Education
LESSON 2

 Linguistic content

· Use of subjunctive (“quizá, ojalá, tal vez”).

· Use of subjunctive to express emotions and denial.

· Use of subjunctive to express doubt.

· Use of subjunctive to take control of other people’s attitude.

Composition content

· Essay.

· A text expressing information.

Oral Expression:
“The city of Tenochtitlan”

CULTURAL OBJECTIVE
· Cities

LESSON 3
Linguistic content

· Subjunctive vs. Indicative.

· Subjunctive: possibility.

· Indicative: reality.

· Indefinite objects + subjunctive.

· “Por mucho que, por más que” + subjunctive.

· Idiomatic uses of subjunctive: duplication.

Composition content

· Interview 
Oral Expression:
“El Mayab”

CULTURAL OBJECTIVE

· Nature

LESSON 4
Linguistic content

· Subjunctive + time expressions.

· Subjunctive + condition, exception and purpose expressions.

· Preterite of subjunctive for unreal situations (“si condicional, como si”).

· Concordance
COMPOSITION CONTENT

      -      Description.

· Narration.
Oral Expression:
“El día de los muertos en México”
CULTURAL OBJECTIVE

· Death
LESSON 5
Linguistic content

The use of subjunctive
Noun clauses to Express:

Doubt

Emotions

Wishes

Composition content

To write personal letters
To utilize the appropriate vocabulary to write about friendship

Oral Expression:
“Los dos amigos” (fábula)
CULTURAL OBJECTIVE
The concept of Family
LESSON 6

Linguistic content

To use subjunctive in adjectives and adverb clauses to describe :
Unknown entities

Events yet to occur

Composition content

To write memoranda and business letters
To utilize the appropriate vocabulary to write about business

Oral Expression:

“El aviso oportuno” 

CULTURAL OBJECTIVE

Business in Latin America
LESSON 7

Linguistic content

Preterite vs. Imperfect 
Composition content

To understand the narrative process and write short narrations
To utilize the appropriate vocabulary to write about childhood and adolescence

To use the preterite and the subjunctive correctly

Oral Expression:

“El enfrentamiento”

CULTURAL OBJECTIVE
“Youth in Mexico City”
LESSON 8

Linguistic content

Position of adjectives
Composition content

To describe people, places and things
To utilize the appropriate vocabulary to write about ecological issues 
Oral Expression :

“El agua en la ciudad de México”

CULTURAL OBJECTIVE
“Quetzacoatl"
LESSON 9

Linguistic content

The conditional forms
Imperfect subjunctive forms

Composition content

The election of a Topic
To develop a thesis 
To write and organize ideas

To organize data 

Oral Expression:

“El mundo de Frida Kahlo”

CULTURAL OBJECTIVES
Art & Culture
